Template for creating a writing-based curriculum
This rubric assumes that you already have an experiential program or course in place.  This template summarizes the Plan Your Course section of this website. 
· Consider the educational environment (Where are your students in terms of growth? When and how will you write?)
· List writing on the syllabus or itinerary. Strong writing won’t be produced if there is no time for students to write. Often teachers think of writing as homework, done on the students’ own time or, on an extended program, when students have down time when they would rather be socializing. However, writing works better when at least parts of the writing assignment are integrated into class and discussion time. This enables teachers to model the writing process for the students. 
· Establish a quiet writing environment. Writing can’t happen in some contexts: outdoors in bad weather or inside in distracting circumstances. For many experiential courses or programs, students find their own space to write (in their apartment or in a library), but on many extended programs, students may be lodging with others and need a way to find a quiet place to focus on writing.
· Determine how writing will enable students to achieve learning objectives (Where do you want to go with your students? How will writing enable your learning objectives?) 
· Review your learning outcomes or goals and consider how reflection and reflective writing might move some content- or teaching-oriented goals to learning- or student-oriented goals. Learning that isn’t integrated into the students’ lifelong practice is temporary or meaningless.
· How many goals have to do with learning how to learn?
· Consider additional or replacement learning outcomes that may better reflect your experiential goals, focusing on threshold concepts, cognitive outcomes, and holistic learning.
· Choose genres of writing (What kinds of writing will best achieve your objectives?)
· Writing doesn’t occur in a vacuum. Writers should always consider audience, purpose, form or genre, structure and style. 
· Expanding students’ mastery of various genres gives them more communication tools for their professional and personal lives.
· Design feedback and assessment tools (How will you know that you’re achieved your objectives? What tools will best help students formulate and articulate their learning?) 
· Most teachers try to use “objective” tests that evaluate what a student should know; these tests don’t necessarily evaluate what a student has learned and integrated with previous learning. However, some programs need an objective test; for example, a plant taxonomy class must require students to learn and identify various plants and the parts of a plant.
· Teachers could use either guided or open-ended essay tests to help students synthesize their learning. Educators can use both kinds of tests. 
· Whatever kind of test is used, teachers must practice that kind of test with the students before the final—in the form of quizzes or writing prompts—so the student is familiar with the way the teacher asks questions and approaches learning. 
· Craft writing prompts and assignments that are integral to the experience (What prompts and assignments will help your students achieve the course or program goals?)
· Give students many opportunities to integrate new learning. This is what sets experiential educators apart from traditional academia.
· Writing is both solitary and social (if the writing is discussed afterward) and is an excellent tool for helping students shape and articulate new learning.
· Include various lengths of writing time, including quick writes, long-form essays, and anything in between.
· Establish an Experiential Writing Culture (How will you foster an environment that will help your students achieve program goals and lifelong learning competencies in experiential writing?)
· Give precise, constructive feedback that will encourage strong writing habits. 
· Design assignments that give students more and more choice about their writing subjects. 
· Use discussion to learn and to create a community of learners. 
· Encourage students to integrate their learning through making personal connections. 
