Personal Essay Rubric
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	Emotional Risk

Intimacy
	Writer expresses unconventional and significant attitudes with intimacy and self-revelation in order to challenge herself.
	Writer expresses unconventional and significant attitudes with intimacy and self-revelation. Writer occasionally challenges herself.
	Writer expresses generally unconventional attitudes with some intimacy and self-revelation.
	Writer expresses generally conventional attitudes with little intimacy or self-revelation.   
	Writer expresses conventional attitudes.

	Formal Risk

Experimentation
	Significant formal risks and experiments enhance the purpose of the piece.
	Significant formal risks and experiments are consistent with the purpose of the piece. 
	Significant formal risks and experiments are generally consistent with the purpose of the piece. 
	Formal risks and experiments are generally not consistent with the purpose of the piece.
	Formal risks and experiments do not exist or are not consistent with the purpose of the piece.
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	Objectivity

Insight


	Writer essays to achieve greater self-awareness and offers fresh insights into her identity.  
	Writer essays to achieve greater self-awareness but offers mostly common insights into her identity. 
	Writer essays to achieve greater self-awareness but offers only common insights into her identity.
	Writer attempts to essay to achieve greater self-awareness but only weakly implies insights into her identity.
	Writer writes only what she already knows about herself. She offers predictable or stale insights into her identity. 

	Universality Audience
	Writer knows that her experience and insight relate to others.   Reader feels included in the conversation. 
	Writer knows that her experience and insight relate to others.  Reader generally feels included in the conversation.
	Writer knows that her experience and insight relate to others. Reader feels partially included in the conversation.
	Writer has some sense of other people’s perspectives. Reader feels left out of the conversation.
	Writer has little sense of the other.  The reader feels that “I” breathes through every sentence. Reader feels isolated from the conversation.

	Coherence

Objective
	A consistent objective, question, or focus unifies the piece; the essay achieves deep resonance. 
	A consistent objective, question, or focus unifies the piece; the essay is a coherent whole.
	An objective, question, or focus unifies the piece; the essay is coherent.
	An objective, question, or focus directs the piece, but it is not unified.
	The piece grasps at an objective, but the writer has not thought about her question enough to articulate it clearly. 

	Shape
	There is a clear, intentional, and unique shape to the piece. The parts of the essay resonate with the progression of ideas.
	There is a clear and intentional shape to the piece. The parts of the essay organically represent the progression of ideas. 
	There is an intentional shape, but it is not always clear. The parts of the essay represent the progression of ideas.
	There is a shape, but it is disjointed.  The parts of the essay weakly represent the progression of ideas.
	There is evidence of an intentional shape, though it is vague. The parts of the essay seem disjointed from the progression of ideas.

	Imagery Description
	Images and descriptions are detailed, concrete, and surprise the reader with pleasure.  
	Images and descriptions are clear, accurate, and unique.
	Images and descriptions are competent but not unique.
	Images and descriptions seem out of place.  
	Images and descriptions are present, but weak. 

	Transition and Flow
	Thoughtful but subtle transitions show how ideas connect. Sentences flow in a natural and graceful manner.  
	Generally thoughtful but subtle transitions show how ideas connect. Sentences flow in a natural manner.
	Transitions show how ideas connect. Sentences flow.    
	Transitions are noticeable and there may be an occasional sentence that doesn’t quite fit smoothly.       
	There is some attention to transition and some sense of sentences that move in a certain direction, but it’s a bumpy ride.


