Remember: Questions that prompt memory
Cramming is such a common experience in university programs, but it doesn’t provide for skills. Especially with the Internet giving information to students in an instant, they may find memorization an unfulfilling experience, useless and a waste of time. For many educational programs using memorization to measure progress is counterproductive. However, in those situations when memorization is important, helping students understand why they have to memorize material may help make the activity more useful to them.
 
What do you remember from this reading?
What were the steps to writing a proposal that we talked about last week?
Can you identify which of these examples are amphibians (or pinnately veined leaves, arid landscapes, examples of iambic pentameter, etc.)?
What can you recall about behavioral psych (or any other subject)?
 
 
Remember: Questions that improve the process of memorization
 
What tricks do you use to help you memorize essential information?
What have you learned from other people that has helped you remember information?
Does repetition alone or with other people help you memorize better?
 
 
 
Remember: Questions that put memorization in context (reflective analysis)
 
How will memorizing the parts of a plant help you identify plants in the field?
What do you remember about the purpose of a proposal that will help you write this proposal?
What information from this reading could help you design an experiment?
Before we discuss current violence in Syria, what factors did we talk about last week that helped cause the civil fighting in Yugoslavia?

 
Understand
This cognitive skill is involved with understanding concepts, fitting memorized information into a context. It is not developed by having students memorize concepts, but by having students discover and create concepts based on their experiences.
 
 
 
 
Interpret this reading.
Give an example of the influence of social media.
Classify this plant.
Summarize the findings in this article.
What do you infer from this experiment?
Compare photosynthesis with the water cycle.
Explain some reasons the student revolts in China failed.
 

Understand: Questions that put understanding in context (reflective analysis and evaluation)
Questions which focus on the act of comprehension may help students reflect on their own learning:
 
What concepts will be important for you to learn when you are working in this discipline?
Describe your process for interpreting a reading (or coming up with examples, or classifying objects, or summarizing an article, or making a comparison, or explaining in different language, or making inferences).
When something puzzles you, how do you come to a better understanding? What is your process?
How can you apply that process to other situations where you don’t understand something?
 
 
Apply
Once someone has enough information in their head to understand or conceptualize how the information works, then the next step according to Bloom is to apply the conceptualized information. The Iowa Center website says that synonyms of this cognitive skill are: executing (carrying out) and implementing (using). Application can be a mental act but this skill cries out for experiential application. This may require field study or imagination (virtual situations or gaming).
 
 
 

Apply: Questions that prompt cognitive application:
 
How will you apply this concept in a professional situation
Describe the ways this concept might help design and effective experiment.
How might this information help you interview well?
When you’re leading your own outdoor program what’s your plan for implementing what we’ve learned.
 
Apply: Sample questions that prompt experiential application
 
Now that you know the parts of a proposal, apply for this grant.
Decide which of these historical documents is the most reliable.
This is a plant we haven’t studied. How will you discover its genus and species?
Design a curriculum for your tenth-grade English class.
Use trigonometry to determine how tall that tree is.
 
Apply: Questions that put application in context (reflective analysis)
 
When you tried to apply what we’ve learned what problems did you encounter?
When you next try to apply what we’ve learned, what will you do differently?
What other situations might you encounter in your life where you will use the skills you learned as you applied these principles?
When we did this activity how did your mind manage using information and concepts in a complex manner? What can you learn from this about how your mind works?
 
Analyze
To lead a good wilderness therapy group, what kinds of knowledge must the participants have before they can have a successful experience?
As you look over this timeline of violence in America, what do you notice? If you were to put these events into clusters, what would the titles of the clusters be?
Make a list of what you’ve learned on your internship about how to manage a startup company. Now reorganize that learning into a memo to the person who will be the intern after you leave.
We have had debriefing’s every night of our trip. What are some principles you’ve learned about how to help participants reflect on their experiences and become better leaders through debriefing?
Water and minerals don’t disappear when they are used by organisms in an ecosystem, they are processed and transferred. So how does scarcity occur in an ecosystem?
The historical documents we just examined give conflicting information. How can you explain that?
How do these five painters differ in their use of contrast?
Thinking back on your process for writing your research paper, what will you do differently next time you’re asked to write one?
A student has just punched you in front of the other students in your class, what are five positive ways you could respond?
In this stream, we found the following insects: X,Y, Z. In the second stream, which has similar geography, we found A, B, Z. What might we discover from comparing these two data sets?
 
Evaluate
 
What are the criteria on which we will base our judgment?
What do experts in our disciplines say are the qualities we should look for?
What are the learning outcomes that students in this course should achieve in their final project?
Are the learning outcomes for this course matched by the assignments, activities, and tests?
What are the components of the atmosphere (or stream, area of earth, facility, or other area) we want to evaluate? 
What are the attributes most important to us in our applicants?
 

Evaluate: Questions for teachers that reflect on the process of evaluation
Often, we assume we know already what we’re looking for, but we may be like the teacher who wants to test for creativity but only teaches memorization. Asking questions helps clarify what we’re looking for and how we’re going to evaluate whether that is being accomplished.

How can we test our test?
What parts of our evaluation worked better than others?
How could we improve our evaluation process to get more reliable results?
What do students or clients say about our evaluation process?
Who has tried to evaluate what we’re trying to evaluate? What can we learn from them?
 
Create
If you’ve already down-hill skied, how is cross-country skiing similar and different in terms of the muscles and skills used, the equipment, and how you feel skiing?
First time rappeller’s may feel apprehensive when stepping over the lip of a cliff. What skills or thought processes did you use to manage that mild (or extreme) fear and move forward?
How is this experiment like or unlike other experiments you’ve performed?
What historical event does this current event remind you of?
Our team is facing X task. Gathering learning from previous tasks, how might we master this one even more effectively?
What genres of writing have you written that could help you write a book review (or op/ed piece, research paper, memo, report, cost analysis, or a long list of other kinds of writing formats)?
When you have felt or thought X before, what did you do that helped you move forward? How can you apply that learning to your current X?

