Honors Program 303R

Winter Semester 2011


Instructor: John Bennion
Office: 4125 JFSB
Office Hours: Tue and Thu at 12:00-1:00
Office Phone: 801-422-3419
Email: john_bennion@byu.edu

Course Information

Course Description

We will read and discuss a collection of essays by former students, an anthology of natural history writing (Listening to Earth), and a outdoor survival book (One Man's Wilderness: An Alaskan Odyssey).  You will post a discussion question to Blackboard for every reading.  You will write an autobiography, keep a journal, and write three drafts of three essays. We will take two trips, one to Capitol Reef and one to the Uinta Mountains. At the end you will turn in a portfolio, give a presentation on your original project, and write an essay which describes what you've learned. 

 

This semester we will experiment with having some core required assignments and other elective assignments.  The core assignments are the readings, leading discussion on a reading, the workshop, the portfolio, the synthesis essay, the presentation, and attendance on the two long trips.  Writing questions to Blackboard is optional, but it I want each person to specifically make up any missed classes.

Course Learning Outcomes

· Members of this class will use meditative writing as a tool for examining and hopefully understanding self, and for exploring and expanding understanding of other people, the natural world, and God.

 

We will also practice the process of conceiving questions for writing, exploring those in a journal, and drafting the fragments into essays. 

 

We will engage with various texts and earn how to use reading them as a source of practical wisdom, spiritual insight, and aesthetic pleasure, as a vital perspective upon history and the diversity of human experience, and as a guide for making ethical choices in our daily lives.

 

We will develop habits and skills connected to outdoor recreation. 

 

We will develop a community of fellow Christian scholars.

Assignments

Assignment Descriptions

Reading log (REQUIRED): 

Initial that you read all of the reading or put a fraction in the box (such as 0 or 1/2).

Lead discussion (REQUIRED): 

Lead the class discussion (10-15 minutes).  You can use the discussion questions from Blackboard.

Workshop (REQUIRED): 

Give one of your pieces to the whole class two days before your assigned workshop time.

Portfolio (REQUIRED): 

30 pages double-spaced minimum.  Final drafts only. Include revision notes, briefly describe the history of your drafts.  The portfolio contains only material you workshopped (or which I or a teaching assistant have seen in interview) during the course.

Presentation (REQUIRED): 

Give a final presentation in Stacy's class.

Synthes final (REQUIRED): 

Two parts (3-4 double spaced pages, first draft): 1) Answer the question: “What did you learn about yourself and about writing during this class?  2) Write a manifesto which describes how you propose to live in harmony your environment (including human culture) and God.

Autobiography : 

5 single-spaced pages of uncorrected prose about your encounters with the non-human other.

Journal/Field Notebook: 

Class exercises, rush writes, meditations, natural description, writing notes, lists of principles, sketches and fragments, manifestoes, ramblings, testimonies, and exercises.

Drafts (group, interview, workshop): 

Write a new draft for each meeting, whether with your group, a writing mentor, or the whole class.

Other reading: 

Read additional natural history, travel,  or personal essays.

Discussion questions: 

By midnight of the night before class, post a discussion question to Blackboard for each reading. 

Outside project: 

Any appropriate service project (connected to writing or outdoor recreation)  or outdoor writing project you can conceive.

Participate in Groups: 

Bring your piece of writing to group on the appropriate day.  Give verbal commentary to the members of your group on their writing.

Workshop commentary : 

Comment on your class member's writing. Grade yourself as to the level of commentary: Check minus (read and comment in class), Check (read, write some comments on the essay, comment in class), Check plus (read, write about 10 comments on the essay, write a paragraph of general commentary, and comment in class).

Attend Reading Series: 

Attend one or more sessions of the English Department reading series.  They are held Fridays at noon in the Library Auditorium. 

University Policies

BYU Honor Code

In keeping with the principles of the BYU Honor Code, students are expected to be honest in all of their academic work. Academic honesty means, most fundamentally, that any work you present as your own must in fact be your own work and not that of another. Violations of this principle may result in a failing grade in the course and additional disciplinary action by the university. Students are also expected to adhere to the Dress and Grooming Standards. Adherence demonstrates respect for yourself and others and ensures an effective learning and working environment. It is the university's expectation, and my own expectation in class, that each student will abide by all Honor Code standards. Please call the Honor Code Office at 422-2847 if you have questions about those standards.

Preventing Sexual Discrimination and Harassment

Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 prohibits sex discrimination against any participant in an educational program or activity that receives federal funds. The act is intended to eliminate sex discrimination in education. Title IX covers discrimination in programs, admissions, activities, and student-to-student sexual harassment. BYU's policy against sexual harassment extends not only to employees of the university, but to students as well. If you encounter unlawful sexual harassment or gender-based discrimination, please talk to your professor; contact the Equal Employment Office at 422-5895 or 367-5689 (24-hours); or contact the Honor Code Office at 422-2847.

Students with Disabilities

Brigham Young University is committed to providing a working and learning atmosphere that reasonably accommodates qualified persons with disabilities. If you have any disability which may impair your ability to complete this course successfully, please contact the Services for Students with Disabilities Office (422-2767). Reasonable academic accommodations are reviewed for all students who have qualified, documented disabilities. Services are coordinated with the student and instructor by the SSD Office. If you need assistance or if you feel you have been unlawfully discriminated against on the basis of disability, you may seek resolution through established grievance policy and procedures by contacting the Equal Employment Office at 422-5895, D-285 ASBC.

Course Schedule

	Date 
	Topics 
	Assignments 

	T - Jan 04
	RMMLA: Introductions, Course purpose and policies (4-7, 270 TNRB)
	-

	T - Jan 11
	RMMLA: Weather, clothing, & other Prep Info (4-7 TNRB)
	Read Card "Tangibles and Abstracts"

autobo due

	Th - Jan 13
	-
	Read Baker "Degrees of Cold"

Discussion led by Sam

	M - Jan 17
	Martin Luther King Jr.
	No class

	T - Jan 18
	-
	Read: Ulave "Between"

Discussion led by Natalie

Groups: Draft of first essay due (A)

	Th - Jan 20
	-
	Read Bennion "Like the Lilies"

Discussion led by Jacob C.

Groups: Draft of first essay due (B)

	T - Jan 25
	-
	Read Snow "On Nothing"

Discussion led by Marie

	Th - Jan 27
	-
	Read Muir “The American Forests”

Discussion led by Michelle

Interview essay due (A)

	T - Feb 01
	RMMLA: Intro to XC Skiing (starting at 2:00)
	Read Austin “My Neighbor’s Field”

Discussion led by Jacob G

Interview essay due (B)

	Th - Feb 03
	-
	Read Leopold “The Land Ethic”

Discussion led by Tara

Workshops: Jonathan and Carin

	T - Feb 08
	-
	Read Lopez “Caring for the Woods”

Discussion led by Trevor

Workshops: Brett and Andrea

	Th - Feb 10
	RMYL: Capitol Reef Trip (leaving at 10:00 a.m., returning late Saturday night, Thursday to Saturday, 2/10-2/12)
	Read:  
Workshops: Jena and Bentley

	T - Feb 15
	-
	Read Thoreau “Walking”

Discussion led by Andrea

Groups: Second essay (A)

	Th - Feb 17
	-
	Read Solnit “Orbits of Earthly Bodies”

Discussion led by Jena

Groups: Second essay (B)

	M - Feb 21
	Presidents Day
	No class

	Th - Feb 24
	-
	Read Williams “The Clan of One-Breasted Women”

Discussion led by Bentley

Interview essay due ( on second essay, A)

	T - Mar 01
	RMYL: Snowshoe & Cookout (leaving at 2:00 p.m.)
	Interview essay due (on  second essay, B)

	Th - Mar 03
	-
	Workshops: Talia, Alexandra, and Abigail

	T - Mar 08
	-
	Workshops: John, Hannah, and Sam

	W - Mar 09
	RMYL: Uintas Yurt Trip (Wednesday to Friday, 3/9-3/11)
	Read: One Man's Wilderness: An Alaskan Odyssey

Discussion led by JJ

Workshops:  Natalie and Jacob C

	Th - Mar 10
	-
	Read Bingham “A Woman’s Land”

Discussion led by Talia

	T - Mar 15
	-
	Read Abbey “The First Morning”

Discussion led by Alexandra

Groups: Third essay due (A)

	Th - Mar 17
	-
	Read Hogan “Walking”

Discussion led by Abigail

Groups: Third essay due (B)

	T - Mar 22
	-
	Interviews essay due (third essay, A)

	Th - Mar 24
	-
	Interviews essay due (third essay, B)

	T - Mar 29
	-
	Workshops: Marie and JJ

	Th - Mar 31
	-
	Workshops:  Michelle and  Jacob G

	T - Apr 05
	-
	”Pollan “Behind the Organic-Industrial Complex”

Discussion led by Hannah

Workshops: Tara and Trevor

	Th - Apr 07
	Presentations (starting at 2)
	-

	T - Apr 12
	Presentations (starting at 2)
	-

	Th - Apr 21
	Portfolio and Synthesis Final due
	-


Library Information

Librarian Information

Name: 
Office: 
Phone number: 
Email: 


Reference Desk Information

Name: 
Phone number: 
Email: 
Hours: 


Department Research Information

https://wrlab.lib.byu.edu/

E-reserve Information

http://www.lib.byu.edu/reserve.html

